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Bin Laden, and overthrown the Taliban regime 
that supported them. If there was justice to be 
had surely, we have found it. 

Afghanistan has been embroiled in conflict 
since 1979 and there is no sign of an end to 
this conflict. The future stability of Afghanistan 
is, of course, an ideal we all wish for but with 
Americans deployed so far away from their 
homes and families, with our troop presence 
at an all-time high, and with the insurgency 
still on-going, we need to reassess why, 10 
years later, we are still fighting a costly war 
with no victory or stability in sight. 

We have spent approximately half a trillion 
dollars in our war in Afghanistan. It is, there-
fore, past time that we remember what we’ve 
learned in the past: that fighting a war against 
a nationalistic guerilla organization takes more 
than technological superiority and force of 
numbers. Imagine what this resource could do 
on our homeland. 

Imagine how many schools, roads, and hos-
pitals half a trillion dollars could build in our 
own country. Imagine how many hungry kids 
we could feed or how many of our sick we 
could treat. Half a trillion dollars could stamp 
out poverty in places like Philadelphia, Detroit, 
Memphis, and my hometown of Chicago. 

It is perplexing to me, then, why some peo-
ple would rather spend half a trillion dollars on 
an unwinnable war abroad rather than on so-
lutions to problems here at home. 

I sincerely hope that the Afghan people get 
to enjoy the benefits of living in a free and 
prosperous society. They should be free to 
pursue the education or livelihood of their 
choosing. I have great respect for our foreign 
policy and the fact that we care so deeply 
about the freedoms of those abroad but now 
is the time we need to be ensuring the eco-
nomic freedoms of our citizens here at home. 

Now is the time that we must refocus on our 
own country and reinvest in our people and 
their future. Not tomorrow, not next year, but 
now! Our rates of unemployment and poverty, 
if left neglected, will only further divide a na-
tion whose principles serve to inspire the 
world. 

The battles we should be fighting are Amer-
ica’s war on poverty and our still-to-be-seen 
war against unemployment. There is terror 
here at home, the terror that families face 
when faced with the question of how they are 
going to pay their bills or feed their children— 
the terror and anxieties our citizens feel be-
cause they believe their government will sim-
ply abandon them. Once again, Mr. Speaker, 
that is the war we should be fighting and the 
one that, if we come together, I believe we 
can win. 
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NANCE, JR. 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Rev. Richard 
Nance, Jr., whose leadership and social activ-
ism over the past 60 years provided inspira-
tion for friends and colleagues alike. Rev. 
Nance served as the interim pastor of Antioch 
Baptist Church of San Jose and the First Bap-
tist Church of Pacific Grove. 

Richard was the fifth of eight children and 
was born and raised in South Carolina. Rich-
ard had long been involved with the ministries 
and at the age of twelve joined the White 
Plains Baptist Church in Laurens, South Caro-
lina. He reported to Ft. Bragg in 1943 to serve 
in active duty in the army as a telephone and 
telegraph lineman with the 448th Signal Heavy 
Construction Battalion. 

After serving in the army, Richard was li-
censed to preach in 1945. He was ordained in 
1949 and pastored three rural churches in 
Laurens and Spartenburg Counties in South 
Carolina. He attended Benedict College in Co-
lombia, South Carolina and received his BA in 
May 1950 followed by a BA of Divinity in 
1953. Richard then attended Berkeley Baptist 
Divinity School and earned a Masters there in 
1956. In June 1956, Rev. Nance willingly ac-
cepted the call to serve as pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Pacific Grove and continued 
to serve passionately there until 1992. 

Throughout his career, Rev. Nance made 
significant contributions to countless organiza-
tions. He served as the President of the Mon-
terey Branch of the NAACP where his leader-
ship allowed the branch to address housing 
restrictions and business and school hiring 
practices. Rev. Nance contributed to the ef-
forts of both the Pacific Grove and Monterey 
Peninsula Ministers Associations as their 
President and was a member of Alpha Phi 
Alpha. 

In addition, Rev. Nance was an active direc-
tor on many boards including those of the 
Managers of American Baptist Churches of 
the West, the Pacific Grove Kiwanis, Monterey 
County Children’s Home Society, the Alliance 
on Aging, The Pacific Grove Library, and the 
Pacific Grover Police Review Board. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the en-
tire House in recognizing the tremendous ac-
complishments and contributions that Rev. 
Richard Nance, Jr. made throughout his bright 
lifetime. We honor the family that he loved and 
cherished: his wife Esther Collins Nance, who 
pre-deceased him, their sons Christopher and 
Marcus, and daughter Karen Small. On behalf 
of the United States Congress, I would like to 
applaud these significant efforts and honor his 
memory and to thank God for sharing such a 
wonderful leader with this community. 
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AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY 
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, as the co-chair-
man of the Congressional Azerbaijan Caucus, 
I rise today to honor the distinguished service 
of His Excellency Yashar Aliyev, the Ambas-
sador of Azerbaijan to the United States. 

Soon, Ambassador Aliyev will return to 
Azerbaijan after the conclusion of a successful 
tour in Washington. His leadership has been 
critical to strengthening the friendship between 
the United States and Azerbaijan, and I want 
to recognize and thank him for his service. 

Before being named Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan to the United States of America by 
President Ilham Aliyev in October 2006, Am-
bassador Aliyev served four years as Azer-
baijan’s Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations. During this time, he was chair-
man of the Fourth Committee of Special Polit-
ical and Decolonization of the 60th U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly, vice president of the 59th Gen-
eral Assembly, vice president of the Economic 
and Social Council, and vice president of the 
U.N. Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small 
Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects. 

As Ambassador to the United States, he 
has worked with great skill and dedication to 
enhance the bond between the United States 
and Azerbaijan. To this important end, he has 
been tremendously successful on several 
fronts. 

Ambassador Aliyev has solidified the stra-
tegic partnership between our nations. In re-
cent years, Azerbaijan has participated in ini-
tiatives to curb nuclear proliferation, fight inter-
national terrorism, and maintain regional secu-
rity in southwestern Asia. Moreover, it has pro-
vided multi-faceted support to U.S. operations 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Also during his tenure, Ambassador Aliyev 
has deepened economic ties between the 
United States and Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan sup-
plies oil and gas to the United States and 
other Western countries, thereby providing 
vital energy to the global economy. Moreover, 
American energy companies are participants 
in a collaborative effort to further develop 
Azerbaijan’s oil and gas reserves in the Cas-
pian Sea. 

Of great importance to me, the relationship 
between my home state of Oklahoma and 
Azerbaijan has continued to grow under the 
leadership of Ambassador Aliyev. In recent 
years, the Ministry of Defense of Azerbaijan 
and the Oklahoma National Guard have en-
gaged in joint training exercises and oper-
ations through the National Guard State Part-
nership Program. 

Ambassador Aliyev has broadened collabo-
ration between his country and Oklahoma be-
yond military cooperation. Earlier this year, he 
visited Oklahoma and met with various elected 
officials and business leaders. I am confident 
his visit laid the groundwork for expanding op-
portunities for Azerbaijan to cooperate with 
Oklahoma’s business community and univer-
sities. 

It has been an honor to work with Ambas-
sador Aliyev. I hope he will reflect on his time 
served in Washington with a sense of pride. 
As a result of his work, the relationship be-
tween the United States and Azerbaijan has 
never been stronger. 

In closing, it has been a pleasure to work 
with Ambassador Aliyev. I thank him for his 
dedicated service. He will forever be a trusted 
friend of the United States. I wish him well in 
all his future endeavors. 
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HONORING THE UNITED STATES 
NAVY 

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the United States Navy 
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and the extraordinary service of all of its mem-
bers. Today marks the 236th year of the 
Navy’s existence. Since its birth in 1775, our 
sailors have bravely served our Nation here at 
home and in all corners of the globe. Whether 
it is protecting Americans and our allies, to 
keeping the seas open for commerce or as-
sisting other nations after global disasters, the 
United States Navy has truly been a global 
force for good. 

My own state of Connecticut has a proud 
naval tradition. We are fortunate enough to be 
home to the Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don, which is known as the ‘‘First and Finest 
Submarine Base’’. Originally commissioned as 
a navy yard on April 11th, 1868, our base now 
boasts 15 home ported submarines and em-
ploys over 7,500 service members and civil-
ians. As a result, the base is one of the larg-
est employers in southeastern Connecticut. 
Over the years, and with the establishment of 
naval schools and training facilities, the base 
has become a symbol of strength and pride 
for Connecticut, and for the entire Navy. Not 
only was the first diesel powered submarine 
commissioned in Groton, but our New London 
base was the first in the history of the Navy. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that we can all agree 
the Navy deserves recognition for their contin-
ued and constant service to our country. From 
skirmishes with the Royal Navy in 1776 to to-
day’s operations in the Middle East, the Navy 
has remained an organization that all Ameri-
cans can be proud of. I ask my colleagues to 
join me, and the people of Connecticut, in ap-
plauding the current and former sailors around 
the world for their service in the U.S. Navy. 
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SCREEN ACT FOR 112TH CONGRESS 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to intro-
duce the Supporting Colorectal Examination 
and Education Now (SCREEN) Act. This legis-
lation will remove barriers to one of the most 
effective preventive health screenings avail-
able, saving lives and reducing health care 
costs in the process. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this important legislation. 

The statistics surrounding colon cancer are 
startling. Colon cancer is the number two can-
cer killer in the United States for both men 
and women. (CDC Colorectal Cancer Vital 
Signs; July 2011) 

Over 50,000 people will die this year from 
this disease according to the American Cancer 
Society (2010 Fact & Figures). 

These deaths become more tragic when 
one considers that colorectal cancer is highly 
preventable with appropriate screening. Ac-
cording to the American Cancer Society (2010 
Facts & Figures), the 5 year survival rate is 
90% for those diagnosed at an early stage; 
however, less than 40% of the cases are diag-
nosed at that stage. 

During colorectal cancer screening by 
colonoscopy, pre-cancerous polyps are re-
moved during the same encounter, thus pre-
venting cancer from developing, as opposed 
to other cancer screenings where early detec-
tion is the goal. That is one reason why the 
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force provides 
an ‘‘A’’ rating for CRC screenings. 

The CDC ‘‘colorectal cancer control pro-
gram’’ screening target rate is 80%. The 
American Cancer Society and other patient 
advocacy groups have a target rate of 75%. 
Unfortunately, only half of the Medicare popu-
lation is being screened, despite the avail-
ability of a Medicare colon cancer screening 
benefit. According to CMS and American Can-
cer Society (March 2011), Medicare claims in-
dicate that only 52–58% of beneficiaries have 
had any colorectal cancer test and there is 
‘‘clearly an opportunity to improve colorectal 
cancer screening rates in the Medicare popu-
lation.’’ 

The latest findings by the American Cancer 
Society confirm that screening rates among 
the Medicare population continue to be in this 
50th percentile range, with screening rates 
among minority populations that are especially 
low among Medicare-aged beneficiaries. 

The CDC concludes that 1,000 additional 
colorectal cancer deaths will be prevented 
each year if screening rates reached 70.5%. 
(CDC Colorectal Cancer Vital Signs; July 
2011). 

In addition to saving lives, colorectal cancer 
screening has been demonstrated to save 
Medicare long-term costs as noted by the New 
England Journal of Medicine in a recent article 
(Feb. 2008). 

The direct costs of treating colorectal cancer 
in 2010 reached $4 billion. (CDC Colorectal 
Cancer Vital Signs; July 2011) 

I am pleased that Congress took steps to 
improve access to life-saving colon cancer 
screening when it passed the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) in 
March 2010. 

While Congress has made tremendous 
strides in increasing colorectal cancer utiliza-
tion rates in PPACA, this bill will further make 
live saving screenings more accessible to 
Medicare beneficiaries. 

Currently, Medicare waives cost-sharing for 
any colorectal cancer screening recommended 
by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force. 
However, should the beneficiary have a 
precancerous polyp removed, the procedure is 
no longer considered a ‘‘screening’’ for Medi-
care coding purposes. 

The unintended consequence of this is that 
the beneficiary is obligated to pay the Medi-
care coinsurance because the procedure is no 
longer a ‘‘screening.’’ However, the purpose of 
the screening is to find and remove 
precancerous polyps. 

The SCREEN Act waives all Medicare ben-
eficiary cost-sharing for colorectal cancer 
screenings that become ‘‘therapeutic’’ or diag-
nostic procedures. 

The legislation also resolves this unintended 
consequence for beneficiaries participating in 
health insurance exchanges beginning in 
2014. 

The SCREEN Act also provides incentives 
for Medicare providers to participate in nation-
ally recognized quality improvement registries 
so that our Medicare beneficiaries are in fact 
receiving the quality screening they deserve. 

Lastly, the SCREEN Act removes barriers to 
screening rates by allowing a Medicare bene-
ficiary to sit down and discuss the importance 
of the procedure before seeing the provider for 
the first time right before procedure. The fed-
eral government and colorectal cancer patient 
advocacy groups have concluded that the 
‘‘fear of the procedure’’ is a major impediment 
to increasing colorectal cancer screening 
rates. 

Promoting access to colorectal cancer 
screening is good policy. It will save lives and 
reduce costs to families and the health care 
system. Please join with me in the fight 
against colorectal cancer by cosponsoring this 
legislation. 
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HONORING THE SOMERSET HILLS 
YMCA 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Somerset Hills YMCA lo-
cated in Bernards Township, Somerset Coun-
ty, New Jersey, which is celebrating its 60th 
anniversary. 

From its modest beginning, first operating at 
the Dobb’s Realty Building in Bernardsville 
and later at the Mill Street Firehouse, the 
Somerset Hills YMCA has been of great im-
portance to its surrounding community. Within 
the first ten years of operation, the Somerset 
Hills YMCA already had 500 members and ac-
quired a seventeen acre site to accommodate 
its growing membership. 

In the 1980s, the facility on Mt. Airy Road in 
the Basking Ridge section of Bernards Town-
ship was expanded to provide its members 
with a state of the art facility. It offers three 
pools, a large gym, a dance studio, a café and 
much more. The YMCA provides more than 
200 programs annually, including wellness, fit-
ness, programs for those with special needs, 
day care, active older adults programs, sports, 
dance, adventure-based activities for teens 
and corporations, specialized family activities 
and a variety of community service programs 
including Career Forum, Special Olympics and 
Saturdays in Motion. In 2010, it partnered with 
the National Inclusion Project to insure that 
even people with disabilities could engage in 
these many programs. The YMCA is truly a 
place where all members of the community, 
regardless of age or ability, can participate, 
work out and enjoy themselves. 

Since its opening, the Somerset Hills YMCA 
has had what they call, ‘‘a deep commitment 
to youth development, social responsibility, 
and health and well-being for all.’’ Not only 
does this YMCA offer its programs to 22,000 
people in the surrounding community, it also 
offers financial assistance to those who cannot 
afford membership. 

The Somerset Hills YMCA is dedicated to its 
motto, ‘‘Strengthening the Foundations of the 
Community,’’ and is committed to serving its 
neighbors. Most recently, in the wake of the 
devastation caused by Hurricane Irene, the 
Somerset Hills YMCA graciously opened its 
doors to those who lacked electricity and run-
ning water in the area, regardless if they were 
members or not. Its unwavering dedication to 
go above and beyond their mission is what 
makes this organization great. I am honored to 
have the Somerset Hills YMCA in my district 
as it is truly a place of public service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Somerset Hills 
YMCA as they celebrate 60 years of commu-
nity service. 
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